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IBELAND. 



CRIiMINAL TABLES FOR THE YEAH 1848. 



Explanations and Calculations with reference to the accompanying Tables. 

The Mowtog Tables are compiled from Bet™ made to the Local Inspectors of the 
Gaols by the Olorks of the Crotrn and Peace, pursuant to 7 Geo. IV., chap. 74 • and heinn 
compared with the records of each gaol, formeh a statement of the amotint of crime' in the 
respecti've counties m Ireland, as slioivn by the number of persons committed for trial 
aunng the year 1848. 

Tables hare also been prepared, showing for each county, separately, the sex of the 
persons committed, their age, and degree of instruction, so far as these paiticulars can be 
ascertameu* 



SumiMries ax& annexed, showing at one -riew the total number of persons committed for 
tnal or haded m each county in Ireland coUectively, the description of offence with which 
charged, and the result of the proceedings. 

The Criminal Setnins for 1848, present an increase of 7,313 committals or 23-43 
per cent. ’ 



In the observations prefixed to the Tables for 1847, the great increase in the number 
of offenders was made the subject of particular remarh, and the moral and social dis- 
organisation evidenced by tbis “ excess in commitments” attributed to the “general dearth” 
which prevailed, and the pressure of the severest privations. These causes, to whatever 
extent they may have operated m producing such results, have existed also and in an in- 
creased degree, during the period referred to in the subjoined Keturns; the scarcity (and 
It is to be feared also its consequences) having extended to a class of persons in the pre- 
ceding year exempted from such physical and moral calamities. ^ 

Fora period embracing almost the whole of the past year, the evils arising from political 
agitation must be added to the demoralizing influences above adverted to, as havmg pro- 
duced a state of social prostration but faintly -diown even by criminal statistics, in which 
the magnitude of the offence keeps pace vrith the increase of offenders. 

The results necessarily following such a state of things have been fearfully aggravated 
by the msufficiency of the existing accommodation in the gaols of Ireland. These buildings 
from their size wholly inadequate (even in ordinary years) to the wants of the respective 
counties, and from then- construction suited only for carrying out the simplest elements of 
prison discipline, have been crowded to excess by all classes and description of offenders • 
and, under existmg circumstances, all attempts at establishing a reformatory system, by 
separation or the enforcement of a course of indimtrial ti-aining, appear to be both physi- 
caHy and morally impracticable. How great the aggravation from this source has been 
will be the more readily appreciated when it is understood that the commitments under 
the Act, 10 & 11 Vic., c. 84, are not included in the Criminal Tables, yet the operations of 
the Vagrant Act have served (cum aliis) to increase the Summary Convictions before 
Magistrates from 25,810 to 49,717, or upwards of 93 per cent. Of these, upwards of 60 
per cent, have, at different periods of the year, become inmates of a prison, so that to the 
large excess, as shown by the returns of the Clerks of the Crown and Peace, must be added 
commitments to the average amount of 30,000. The extent of these evils will be fully 
detailed by the Inspectors-General of Prisons, in their Report for the yeai- 1848. 

On examining the Returns, as set forth in these Tables, with reference solely to the 
character of the crime, it will be found that in all the most serious offences, comprising riy 
of the highest in the calendar, a large increase has occurred, the same results being 
developed in all the different classes of crime, appearing in an especial degree wherever 
the offence is of an aggravated description, tlie numbers apparently increasing with the 

atrocity of the offence. This will be more apparent on reference to the subjoined Table, 

the exceptions, under the head of “Attempts to Murder,” (Class 1, No, 2,) and “Burglaiyand 
Housebreaking,” Class 2, serving only to confirm the general application of the rule : 



1847. 1843. 



Murders, . , 


. 117 


195 


Attempts to. 


5 


15 


Shooting at, Stabbing, 


. 85 


110 


Solicitation to Murder, 


5 


19 


Conspiracy to Murder, 


. 27 


49 


Manslaughter, . 


. 159 


166 


Arson, . . 


. 46 


134 



Attaciring Houses, 


1847. 

88 


1848. 

188 


Killing Cattle, 


103 


515 


Perjury, . 


34 


70 


Riot, 


. 2,4.37 


3,222 


Rescue, &e.. 


. 2,261 


4,131 


Assaults on Peace Officers, 67 


166 



The increase and decrease of persons committed, and the offences with which they have 
been charged, have been set forth in the respective classes — ^furnishing, however, but an 
imperfect record of the actual amount of crime within the past year ; for it must not be 
overlooked, that these Tables have been prepared with reference solely to the " Committals,” 
and afford information only in cases where the parties charged have been arrested and 

A2 
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made amenable to justice. '^\’hile tins rule is applicable to all dcsci-iptions o£ crime recorded 
in these Tables, it is specially to be observed in reference to “Rescue,” “Assembling 
Armed UrdarTfuily,” and “ Cattle-stealing,” — this last being an offence vrluch has reached 
such a height, and is committed witli such apparent impunity, as to become a question of 
vital importance, threatening almost the very existence of th’at branch of the agricultural 
interest. On referring to the Constabulaiy Retui'iis, offences of this description have 
averaged upwards of 1,200 per month; yet the number of persons committed during the 
year 1848 under this head, shows a decrease — a result very inadequately accounted for by 
the increase in “lulling Cattle,” and in "Simple Larceny,” under which head cattle-steal- 
ing is sometimes included. 

The committals for the year IS48 amount to 33,522, and show an increase of 7,313, or 
23’43 per cent. 

The gross number of committals wore for the years, 

1841. 1M2. 1043. lau. 1845. 134C. 1847. 134a 

20,796 21,186 20,126 19,448 16,696 18,492 31,209 38,622 

In Class No. 1, “Offences against the person with violence,” the number of committals 
was 5,966, being an increase of about 31' 1 2 per cent. 

In Class No. 2, “ Offences against property with violence,” an increase of nearly 15 per 
cent, has oceurred; the numbers in that class for the past year being 2,561. 

In Class No. 3, “Offences against property without violence,” the committals have 
amounted to 19,547, showing an increase in timt class of 2,063, or about 12 per cent. 

In Class No. 4, “Malicious offences against property,” have increased from 321 to 926, 
or at the rate of 1SS*4T per cent. 

In Class No. 5, “ Forgeries and offences against the currency,” there has been an increase 
of 19, or 10 per cent. 

Class No. 6, “Miscellaneous offences,” shows an increase also of 44*65 per cent.; the 
numbers for the last year being 9,320, or a difference, as compared with the preceding 
year, of 2,87V committals. 

Table showing the Increase and Decrease of Committals for the Years 1847 and 1848, arranged 
according to Classes. 



Class. 


1847. i 


1848. 


1 Iurroa!c. | 


1 Decrease 
Percent. 


Increase 
Per Cent. 


1. Offences asjamst fho porson with violence, . 


4,549 i 


5,966 


' 1,417 




3M2 


2. Uilenccs ajjainst property with violence, . 


2,229 i 


2,.56l ! 


332 ; 





14*89 


3. Uffences against property without violence, 


17,484 


19,547 ; 


2,063 : 





11*8 


4. Malicious offences against nroperty, . 


321 


926 


605 





188 '47 


5. Forgeries and offences aq;ainst the currency, 


183 


i 202 


19 ! 





10*38 


6. Misccliuucons offences, .... 


6,443 


9,320 


2,877 


— 


44*65 



Gross increase on the year 1848, as compared with 1847, 7,313, ox 23*43 per cent. 

Considered as to their character in Class 1, “Offences against the peraon witii violence,” 
under the head of Murder, there has been an increase of 66*66 per cent. ; the numbers 
charged with this offence for 1848 being 195, of these on trial 145 were acquitted and 
discharged. Numbers committed for Murder tluring the last eight years : 



1841. 1842. 

120 189 



1543. 1344. 

101 J29 



1845. 18-15. 

92 98 



1347. J8.18. 

117 195 



The committals for “Manslaughter” amount to 166, and show an increase of 4*4 per 
cent.; while the crime of “ Shooting at,” &c., has increased to 110 during the past year. 

Numbers committed for “Shooting at,” &c., during the last six years : 

IC43. i:!44. 1045. 1840. 1847. 184U 

57 63 73. 63 85 110 



Committals for “Rape” have still further decreased from 62 to 56, or about 9*68 per 
cent. ; wliile the commitments for “Assaults,” which comprise malicious and common, after 
a decrease from 4,090 to 3,772 during tlie year 1847, have again increased to 4,990 
“Assaults on Peace Officers” have also increased from 67 to 166, or 147 per cent. 

In Class No. 2, “ Offences against property with violence,” “ Burglary” appears to have 
decreased from 724 to 533, or 19*47 per cent.; while the committals for “Robbery,” 
“ Housebreaking,” show a large diminutaon. ’ 

The crime of “ Taking and holding forcible possession,” has again increased to I 273 
or 93*76 per cent. _ ’ ’ 

In “ Cattle-stealing,” comprising all descriptions of that crime, the Tables show a 
decrease of 127 cases; but “Simple Larceny,” in which cattle-stealing is sometimes 
included,_has a^ain increased from 12,260 to 14,616, or a difference of 19 per cent. 

Class No. 4, m cases of “ Arson,” the increase of 70*37 per cent, which appeared in 
the preceding year, has again been further increased in 1848, the commitments for this 
offence having amounted to 134, or 191*3 percent.; while the committals for “EiUing 
Cattle,” &c., have been increased from 103 to 515, or about 400 per cent. 

In “ F orgery,” and other crimes included in Class No. 5, there appears to he little worthy 
of remark, the excess being trifiing in amount, having increased from 183 to 202. 

In Class No. 6, under “ Perjui*y,” there has been an increase of 36 ; while the committals 
for "Riot” have amounted to 3,222, or an increase of 705 cases. 
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^ Ihe offence of “riescue/’ as shown hy the committals in this class, has been a»ain 
.iimreased from 2,251 to 4,131, or nearly 84 per cent. It is worthy of remark, that “the 
offence of “Rescuing Prisoners,” wliich decreased in tho preceding year from 83 to II. if 
the commitments he considered irrespective of the Police Reports, no longer exists'in 
Ireland ; and while the past year lias been conspicuous for large assemblies of armed men 
the decrease of commitments for that crime has amounted to 5 1 . ’ 

The total numbers convicted during the Last year were 1S,20G ; of those there were— 
Sentenced to Death, ...... f5o 

j, Transpoitation for life, . . . .70 

3» « 14 years, , , .71 

» 5J 7 years, . , . 2,07o 

j> i> other periods, . . . 4“3 

„ Imprisonment above 3 veais, ... 1 

» n for 3 years, ... 5 

» » 2 years, . . . 263 

» >, 1 year, . . . .1,410 

» _ )» 6 months and under, . . 11,2S9 

Fined, whipped, or (hscharged, <£c., .... 2,235 

Sentence respited, ...... 245 

m, , 3 S,206 

The total number acquitted and discharged amounted to 20,316. 

Not guilty on trial, . . . 8,454 | Bailed, and not tried, . .143 

No bills found, .... 7,289 I Insane, ... 30 

No prosecution, .... 4,400 ! 20316 

Of the 60 capital sentences passed, 28 only were executed; \iz., 24 forilurder, 3 for 
Conspiracy to Slurder, and 1 for Shooting at, &c. ; these took place in the comities of 
Armagh, Cork, Clare, Leitrim, Limerick. Queen’s County, Roscommon, and Tipperary; 28 
were commuted to transportation for life, and 4 for High Treason arc under appeal. 

Sextexces passed in each of the last Seven Years. 



Sentences. 


ltH2. 


11)43. 


1844. 


1045. 


184G. 


1W7. 


1843. 


Death, 




25 


16 


20 


13 


14 


25 




Transported for life. 


29 


39 


45 


39 


49 


87 




„ 


for 15 or 14 years, 


44 


24 


16 


14 


29 


71 


7i 


„ 


for 10 years, . . 


— 


_ 


_ 


_ 








„ 


for 7 years, . . 


677 


482 


526 


428 


504 


1,587 


2,075 


„ 


for other periods, 


211 


158 


113 


134 


121 


440 


473 


Imprisoned above 3 years, . . 


_ 


_ 




_ 


_ 




„ 


3 years and above 2 years. 


6 


3 


2 




3 


II 




,, 


2 years and above 1 vear. 


127 


140 


107 


115 


193 


342 


263 


„ 


1 year and uboveG months, 


662 


571 


539 


534 


758 


1,428 


1,410 


„ 


6 months and under, 


5.973 


5,283 


4,842 


4,347 


4,897 


9,440 


11,289 


Fined o 


discharged, &c., 


1,S7S 


1,554 


1,73S 


1,349 


1,852 


1,021 


2, -235 


Sentence respited, .... 


232 


351 


94 


128 


219 


181 


245 



The proportion of Convictions to Acquittals has been as 47‘26 to 52‘74. 

Cf the Acquittals there were — uot guilty on trial, 8;462 ; no bills found, 7,289 ; no pro- 
secutiou, 4,400 ; bailed, 143. 

The Convictions appear rarely to have exceeded during the last seven years an average 
of 45 per cent., but the comparative proportions for this period have been much affected by 
the results of the criminal prosecutions during the years 1846, 1847, and 1848. 

While the Acquittals of course vary as the nature of the offence increases or diminishes 
the difficulty of proof, they appear also to be affected by the “ magnitude of the ptinishment:' 
Thus, in Class No. 1, containing crimes of the gi-avest description, and involving, in many 
cases, the extreme penalty of the law, the Acquittals amount to 05'62 per cent. ; while, 
in Class No. 2, comprising offences of a less serious kind, and (with one exception, 
“ Burglary”) subjecting tho delinquent to tho sentence of transportation only, the 
Acquittals decrease to 62‘09 per cent. Again, Class No. 3, “ Offences against Property,” 
admitting of more easy proof, generally carried on with accomplices, and most of 
them involving punishments less in degree than those of the two former Classes, the 
Acqtdttals decrease to 40‘92 per cent. “Malicious Injuries of Property,” on the other 
hand, Class 4, generally accompanied by ciremnstances of deliberation and secrecy, with 
few if any accomplices, subjecting the parties in some instances, viz. Arson, &c., to 
the severest penalties, the Acquittals again advance to 55‘73 per cent. In the results of 
the Convictions and Acquittals for “Miscellaneous Offences,” No. 6, will be seen the 
operation of all these causes ; the severer penalties attached to some of the graver 
offences of the Class, being counterbalanced by the facilities of proof, and the leniency of 
the sentences in others ; and it is to the excess of Acquittals in case of “ Riots” and 
" Rescue,” (aiising also ffom “ disinclination to prosecute,” or from “ private adjustmenf'^ 
that the increase in the gross amount of Acquittals to 66‘58 per cent., is to he attributed. 

The numbers “ bailed and not tried” have been classed here as " acquittals f but are too 
limited in amount (143) to distiirb, in any serious degree, these conclusions, which, drawn 
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from the xes^ctive classes of crime, are generally appHcable to each particnlar denomination 
of offence. Thus, m the first seven most eerions breaches of the law, in Table Is^o. 1, inclnd- 
mg Murder, &c., the acquittals amount to upwards of 90 per cent. In Cattle Stealing and 
Larcemes, on the other hand, where, to the facihty of proof and Hmited pnnishment.'must 
be added a natural desire to regain possession of the stolen articles, the convictions consi- 
derably exceed the acquittals ; while in Eiot and Rescue, from the causes above referred to 
the acquittals have reached 120 per cent. ^ 

Comparative Table, showing the Numher of Convictions and Acquittals for Seven Years, with the 
rate per cent, of each on the whole numher of Offences. 





ConTicted. 


Acquitted. 


Total. 


Rate per Cent, 


Coavicted. 


Acquitted. 


1842, . 


9,874 


11,312 


21,186 


41-88 


58-12 


1843, . 


8,620 


11,506 


20,126 


46-6 


53-4 


1844, . 


8,042 


11,406 


19,448 


41-35 


58-65 


1845, . 


7,101 


9,595 


16,696 


42-53 


57-47 


1846, . 


8,639 


9,853 


18,492 


46-72 


53-28 


1847, . 


15,233 


15,976 


31,209 


48-81 


51-19 


1848, . 


18,206 


20,316 


38,522 


47-26 


52-74 



CouTicted. 


Acquitted. 


34-48 


65-52 


37-91 


62-09 


59-08 


40-92 


44-27 


55-73 


51-48 


48-52 


33-42 


66-58 



Considered as to the classes of crime, the following are the results ; 

Class. 

1. Offences against person, . 

2 . Offences against property with violence, . 

3. Offences against property, without violence, 

4. Malicious offences against property, 

5. Forgery, and offences against currency, . 

6 . Miscellaneous offences, ..... os-'-ia oo- 6 » 

The Returns as to the state of Instrnction continue to show a decrease in instructed 

ottenaers; but the number of unascertained cases, viz. 28-43 per cent., is too large to 
render them of much value : — r > s 

Number of Persons committed in 1845, 1846, 1847, and 1848, and their State of Instruction. 

Read and write, . . .4 404 

Read only, . . . ,2 189 

Neither read nor write, . . o’,297 

Instruction not ascertained, . 4,306 zo- iu ,952 28 

Table showing the Age of Persons committed during the Tears 1 845, 1846, 1847, and 1848. 

Ifii? IttiR ICM- 



Per ceut. 


l»46. 


Per cent. 


1847. 


Per cent. 


1848. 


Per cent. 


26-37 


4,700 


25-95 


5,830 


18-67 


6,891 


17-88 


13-11 


2,312 


12-5 


4,597 


14-7 


4,404 


11-43 


31-72 


6,243 


33-75 


13,598 


43-56 


16,275 


42-25 


28-78 


5,237 


28-32 


7,184 


23- 


10,952 


28-43 



Aged at and under 16, . 

» 21 , . 

» 30, . 

„ 40, . 

50, . 

„ 60 , . 

Above 60 , . 

Age could not he ascertained, 



Total, 



878 


1,007 


2,382 


2,470 


2,824 


5,280 


4,589 


5,346 


8,550 


2,132 


2,333 


4,511 


1,139 


1,094 • 


2,149 


480 


527 


927 


202 


185 


299 


4,806 


5,176 


7,111 


. 16,696 


18,492 


31,209 


>e at and under the Age 


of 16, for 



1048. 

2.962 
6,376 

9,471 

4.962 
2,343 
1,154 

470 

10,784 

38,522 



1841, 

1842, 

1843, 

1844, 



. 20,796 
. 21,186 
. 20,126 
. 19,448 



1,453, or 7-'01 per cent. 
1,156, or 5-45 „ 

830, or 4-12 
959, or 4-93 



1845, . 16,696 878, or 5*25 per cent, 

i 1846, .18,492 1,007, or 6*44 

, 1847, . 31,209 2,382, or 7-63 , 

----- ^ „ I 1843, . 38,522 2,962, or 7-68 

Ihe number of unascertained cases as to age is still veiy considerable 
AQ Ti? .convictions brought before Magistrates at Petty Sessions, amount to 

49, j 1 < , being an increase of about 93 per cent, on preceding year. 

Cases brought forward at Petty Sessions for following years, 

17,009 _ 18348 18!s 77 17,512 l^S 25?8lb 49^717 ' 

6 ? S® County Gaols and BrideweHs for “Drunkenness,” under the Act 

^ P“* ‘0 »lout 22.302 ; but tbe overcrowded 

state of tbo BndeweUs has rendered it impossible to obfsiin any accurate return- and tta 
numlera affixed are the nearest approach which can be had to correct estimate. 

, 1048. 1844. 1843. 1846 1847 lOiP 

^2’Sno 13,035 -9,417 

7,293 9,4,7 12,075 9,745 10,247 6,079 



County Gaols, 
Bridewells, 



12,302 

10,000 



17,396 20,462 24,362 32,076 23,282 16,496 32,302 



Chief Secretart’s Office, Dublin Castie, 
March, 1849. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





[ 7 3 

ABSTRACT of CRIME IN IRELAND, 1843. 



COUNTIES. 


Number of 
CrlminsIsAt Aulzs 
ud Quarter See* 


2. 

Summary Canyic- 

SesslODA aod Cases 
brought before 
&Ia^ crates. 


3. 

Number eoramiUed 
for DnmheQDess 
usder G & T Wm. 
IV„ cap. 38. 


Aktbuc > 


. 


711 


109 


25 


Casbicbbebctts - 


- - 


24 


41 


24 


Abuaoh .... 


- - 


826 


536 


159 


Caju.ov .... 


- - 


678 


1,432 


259 


Cavajj - - . . 


- - 


1,108 


393 


43 


Class .... 


. . 


1,908 


889 


91 


Cobs ..... 


- - 


4,511 


5,083 


32 


.— ClT7 .... 


- - 


526 


829 


.. 


Doxeoax .... 




C14 


483 


13 


Dows ..... 




624 


501 


135 


Dctblis .... 




436 


3,698 


446 


CiTY ... 


- - 


1,597 


10,481 


5,179 


Fskuasagh - - . . 


- - 


632 


366 


48 


Galway .... 


■ - 


2,446 


8,712 


472 


- . Tows ... 




242 


1,003 


247 


Kerby .... 


- . 


1,847 


723 


74 


Kn.™ 1 ' ; 




1 542 


520 


91 


KU.KZ3reY .... 




574 


312 


22 


City - 




166 


552 


432 


Kino’s Cooniy ... 
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